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• Washington. 
The best-knovvn Knighl in 
'W-ashingtoU, unlikc the para- 
«on of Ciiaiiccr’3 tale, ina.y bc 
“verray partii”' but she isnot 
the leasl bit ‘'ger.lil.” Miss 
Frances Knighl, director of 
the United States Passport Of- 
fice for 16 ycars, is a nard- 
boiled egg, veli seasoncd with 
salt and papper, and she is an 
absolute dcliehl. 

'j'his veckend finds Miss 
Knight in Florida vith her 
millionairc lwsbana, pubhsher 
Wayne Parrish, puttermg 
arouncP-lhe retiremcnt home 
they have in tnind a . l none 
Sound, The prospecl that the 
lady niay cven bv cOntempial- 
ing rclircment vrill- gladden a 
fcw hcarts in the State Ps- 
partmerit and on the Hui, bu- 
il vili ctepress the legions ot 
Miss Knighfs adniircrs. One 


is inclined to encourago an 
outpourmg of letlers io 
Frances: “,Say it istrl so.” 

She vas in a lov v.hcn I 
lunched v/ith hcr a. few days 
ago, and Iliis vas sadly out u. . 
character. Ordinariiy she flies 
as liigh as a flng on a vnuly 
day. An attack in the Tnc-vv 
York Times had her spints 
drooping, but lier foos should 
not be too encouraged. By tne 
time she got back to hcr o.- 
fice, she vas in fuli fightmg 
forni . 

The Times vas giving her e: 
hwd lime for its belatccl ciis- 
covery last montli that Pnss- 
porl Office Has Secrct Files.” 
The gisl of the slory vas that 
Miss Knighfs office maintams 
what is knovn as a “loo.%oM 
file” coniprising 243,000 
namos. To the Times this vas 
“Raw Matorial for Snoopers." 

In point of fact, the lookout 
file is not new. It lias been 
maintalned, in oue form or 
another, for inauy \eais. Its 
existence nover has becn a 
secrct; and until the limss 
began heaving and howling, 
about the only publie criticism 
had come froin the Wavron 
Comniission on the assassina- 
■ tiou of John Kenncdy. In the 
niatter of Lee Osvald, smd 
ths comniission, the systein 
vas “obviously deficient.” 

In the. mainienance of this 
common-sonse lookout, toc 
Passport Office functions .in 
an administrative capacity 
only: It places a flag on 
nam es scut to it by the cout u>, 
FBI, CIA and Secrct Service, 
and vhen dne of the namos 
. funis up on a passport amiu- 
catlon, that fact h; reported to 
the agency coacernecl. tn.c 
Passport Office maiutains no 
dossiers, undcrlakes no sui- 
velliauce and routincly issues 
passports unless' it fines coim 
pelling reason not to. . 

Manv of the nanies m Jbe 
lookout file have baeminscrtccl 


\l 


hy the FBI as “knovn or sus- 
pected Ccmmujiisfs or subver- 
sives.” This troubles the New 
York Times, vhicii -cherislies 
the breathless illusEoti that ali 
men must be considerer! inna- 
tent until proved gullty in 
court, but it vili not troubld 
psrsous vho live in the rcal- . 
v, 'orld. Of course law entorce-. 
ment ageiicics must keep an 
eyc on suspects; thoy v.oiilcl 
be derelict if they dididt. 

The lookout file also con- 
tains nanies of persons Avhose 
U.S, citb.enship is dmibtful. 
The list cnibraccs fugi lives 
from justicc, draft dodgcrs 
and tiio.se sought by coniis for 
dcserlion or faihtre to inani- 
tam citi id eustody. Stili ?Ji- 
other catcgory lakes in per- 
sons vho have threatened the 
lite of the President.. 

The Times and. the lookout 
file are the lwst of Miss 
Knighfrs troubles. Kcr office is 
stmggling to niaintain its out- 
stauding performance record 
against a fonuidable increase 
in forelgn travcl. Lasu year 
saw tvo miliion passports is- 
sued; the number viti be 
r.iuch larger this year. 

'B.ut il is the sheer obsidiali 
nature of bur.eaucracv that is 
beginning- to gei to her. Miss 
Knight finds herself arrayed, 
much of the time, against her 
suoeriors in the State Depart- 
ment. Stic is pelted vith me- 
moranda froni her boss.^She 
has proposed some bold iimo- 
vations in the v.hole business 
of issuing .passports, but she is 
getting r.owhcre vith tnem. A 
deserved ra.ise in gvade and 
pay; long overdue, stili is 
clctiiecl her. But quit? Not yet. 
Over her desk is a famihar 
Lai'in motto. Loosely translat- 
ed, it reatls. "Don’t let the 
bastards grind you dovn. It s 
great acvice for a doughty 
Knight vliose armor gets 
more batlercrl ali the time. 
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